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Wheatley Hill History Club

Hannah Hauxwell Exhibition
Bowburn Community Centre

Saturday 16 March 2024
Thank you to our members who supported the above exhibition 
which was held after the Forum AGM on Saturday.

The History Club have been members of the County Durham 
Forum for History & Heritage for many years and take part in 
their monthly Zoom talks and other events such as this one.

It was a unique opportunity to see the personal effects including 
photos etc of a much respected woman during Womens 
History Month.
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      Wheatley Hill History Club 
 

Wheatley Hill Cemetery 

 

The Man They  
Named a  

Town After 
Article in East Durham Life about our project to 
honour the name of Peter Lee through a series of 
workshops held in 11 primary schools around the 
area which will culminate in a drama production at 
The Lubetkin Theatre, Peterlee at the end of the 
year. 

 
  

68 people attended our special screening of 
the Hollowed Ground dvd presented by Mark 
and Marie from Lonely Tower Film and Media 
on Wednesday 21 February. 
 It was enjoyed by everyone with many 
shedding a tear at what we’ve lost. 
 The film company sold out of dvd’s and 
sold more a few days later when they visited   
the Heritage Centre. 
 Eventually this film will be available on 
YouTube for those of us without dvd players. 
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The Man They 
Named a 

Town After
Below is an article in East Durham Life about our 
project to honour the name of Peter Lee through 
a series of workshops held in 11 primary schools 
around the area, which will culminate in a drama 
production at The Lubetkin Theatre, Peterlee at the 
end of the year.

68 people attended our special screening of the 
Hollowed Ground DVD presented by Mark and Marie 
from Lonely Tower Film and Media on Wednesday 
21 February. 
It was enjoyed by everyone with many shedding a 
tear at what we’ve lost.
The film company sold out of DVDs and sold more a 
few days later when they visited the Heritage Centre. 
Eventually, this film will be available on YouTube for 
those of us without DVD players.



Local Labour Party Pioneers Number 2
William Snaith Part 2

by Tom Tunney

As a much more privileged and extremist local Labour Party leadership took over in the aftermath of Peter 
Lee’s death in 1935, William Snaith voiced his disquiet with this March 1937 letter to his one-time Thornley 
colleague on the Easington Rural District Council, Hubert Tunney:

Though he had been re-elected unopposed as Chairman of Thornley Miners’ Lodge earlier that same  
year and had served on the ERDC since 1919, Tunney had just been forced to run, and lose, as an 
independent ‘Trade Union Socialist’ candidate after Thornley Labour Party chose Thornley school 
headmaster E F Peart (also the Secretary of the Seaham Division Labour Party) and his 23-year-old 
Durham University graduate son Fred (who later became the long-serving MP for Workington and Leader 
of both the House of Commons and the House and Lords) as their candidates for the ERDC. The Labour 
Party’s truly bizarre -- and successful -- 1937 choice of candidate to oppose Tunney for Peter Lee’s old 
DCC seat, Wheatley Hill miner Frank Quin, born in 1867 and out of politics since his 1931 ERDC defeat, 
will be the subject of a future profile. *

In 1938, Snaith was one of the many Wheatley Hill men to receive a ‘pioneer diploma’ for over 50 years 
membership of the DMA (HM 14/11/38, p7). Frank Quin was another while, at Thornley, Peter Lee’s brother 
John was another notable recipient. (SE 17/11/38 p 4).

On January 1st 1947, on Vesting Day, aged 77 and still employed as a pick sharpener, Snaith was the 
oldest employee at Wheatley Hill Colliery and had the honour of raising the NCB flag to celebrate the 
nationalisation of the mine. He was one of 114 older men made compulsorily redundant later that year. 
(YP 21/10/47 p 1)

He was living at 11 Gowland Terrace, Wheatley Hill when he died, aged 82, in 1951. A newspaper obituary 
noted that he had lived in the village since 1889.

There is no street in Wheatley Hill named after William Snaith. Perhaps there should have been, but his 
memory still shines, ever so faintly, every time a new reader turns to Chapter 12 of Jack Lawson’s grand 
old book:

‘In August 1914, Peter Lee was in Edinburgh on one of his cycling tours with his friend  
William Snaith. They, like the rest of the working masses had left work far behind and put it  
out of mind...’.

* When the DCC boundaries changed in 1937, Louis Martin continued to serve for Wingate and Frank Quin 
was elected to the revised Thornley and Wheatley Hill seat. Teddy Cain took over in 1946 and E F Peart 
in 1949, both peacefully uncontested.
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'I have watched very closely the recent elections with disgust. I feel very much for you after 
years of loyal service for humanity, you have been subject to such foolish abuse. One thing 
that to me stands out in your life is your unblemished character which in the future will be 
your strong rock. I have admired your stand for right, ever since we became acquainted you 
seemed to me to stand out above your fellows in administration of all local government work 
and I trust that you will not be downhearted....'

(The full letter can be seen here: http://oldthornley2.awardspace.co.uk/page37.html)
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CONTACT DETAILS
CHAIR:
TREASURER:

01429 820813
01429 823198

MEETINGS IN WHEATLEY HOUSE
Start at 11.00am

29 May Historical Helmets I Craggs

26 June The Miss Crimdon
 Competition C Lloyd

31 July Writing Historical Fiction 
 Set in Old Ryhope G Young

E: history.club2@btinternet.com
W: wheatley-hill.org.uk
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MEETINGS IN WHEATLEY HOUSE 
Start at 11.00am 

 

29 May Historical Helmets  I Craggs 

26 June The Miss Crimdon  C Lloyd 
  Competition 
 
31 July Writing Historical Fiction G Young 
  Set in Old Ryhope  
 

https://www.facebook.com/wheatley.hillhistory/ 

Find us on 

Wheatley Hill Heritage Centre 
DOG PEOPLE EXHIBITION 

 

Dr Louise Powell’s research  into 
north east dog tracks will form an     
exhibition in the Heritage Centre      

from 20 May—14 June 
 

 

Heritage Centre Opening Times 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

10-12 & 2-4 
 
 

FREE ADMISSION 
CHANGES TO OUR MEETINGS CALENDAR 

 
One of the best decisions the History Club committee 
has made over recent years, was to change the time of 
our meetings from evenings to mornings. 
 

This small change has resulted in more people attend-
ing our meetings and travelling from further afield to do 
so. 
 

Left over from the days of evening meetings, we       
continued to only offer eight meetings a year, avoiding 
the dark nights of November, December, January and 
February and therefore avoiding the inclement weather 
those months can sometimes  bring. 
 

However this year, our new followers, and some of our 
old ones too, have questioned why there isn’t a meeting 
in November and after discussing this in our recent 
committee meeting, we decided it made good sense to 
hold an extra meeting and so in November 2024 we will 
hold a meeting making nine per year. 
 

The speaker for November will be Sharon Vincent who 
was due to talk to us last year about The Sufragettes. 

HISTORY CLUB 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 

Will be held on 
 
 

Wednesday 31 July 
 

at 9.30am 
before the history club meeting 

 
 

all AGM materials will be 
distributed beforehand 
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CHANGES TO OUR MEETINGS CALENDAR
One of the best decisions the History Club committee has made 
over recent years, was to change the time of our meetings from 
evenings to mornings.

This small change has resulted in more people attending our 
meetings and travelling from further afield to do so.

Left over from the days of evening meetings, we continued to only 
offer eight meetings a year, avoiding the dark nights of November, 
December, January and February and therefore avoiding the 
inclement weather those months can sometimes bring.

However this year, our new followers, and some of our old ones 
too, have questioned why there isn’t a meeting in November and 
after discussing this in our recent committee meeting, we decided 
it made good sense to hold an extra meeting and so in November 
2024 we will hold a meeting making nine per year.

The speaker for November will be Sharon Vincent who was due 
to talk to us last year about The Suffragettes.

HISTORY CLUB
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
Will be held on

Wednesday 31 July

at 9.30am

Before the  
History Club meeting

All AGM materials will be
distributed beforehand.
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Like us on  
Facebook

Our new address

VIPVIP
TAXIS

01429 821999

E: margaret@pastuncovered.co.uk
W: pastuncovered.co.uk
M: 07977 546332
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01429 820214  

Café/Training/IT Suite/
Meeting/Training/Function  
rooms to accommodate  

2-120 people 
 

Free Wi-Fi 
Office Space for Hire 

Office & Admin Services 
 
 
 

IDEAL LOCATION FOR 
Parties & Events 

Gym & wide range of 
Fitness sessions for the 

WHOLE FAMILY 
Activity & Social sessions for 

All ages from 0-99+ 
Pre-school soft play & 
Community Playrooom  

OUTDOOR 
Toddler Play park 

MUGA 
Community Garden 

Football Pitch (for hire) 

Past Uncovered 
All types of family history research 

Are you curious about your family tree? 
Pre-1837 records difficult to find? 
Have you come to a dead-end? 
Do you have missing ancestors? 

Would you like your research organising? 

Margaret Hedley, MA, B.Ed(hons) 

Experienced and reliable researcher 
Talks and Workshops on Local and Family History 

E: margaret@pastuncovered.co.uk 
W: pastuncovered.co.uk 
M: 07977546332 

Traditional Sweep 
Full Vacuum & Power Sweep 
Cowls & Bird Guards Fitted 

CCTV Chimney Surveys 
Stove Maintenance 
Professional Advice 

Fully Insured 
Domestic and Commercial 
24-hour Answering Service 

Smoke Tests 
All Work Guaranteed 

Competitive Rates 
All Areas Covered 

Wheatley Hill Community Association              T: 01429820214 

 OPENING HOURS 
Mon—Thurs  

8.30am—8.45pm 
Fri—8.30am-7.45pm 

Available for functions outside of these 
hours—please ask for  details 

OUR FACILITIES INCLUDE: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 
 

 07963749732 

“Lucky Sweep” 

Wedding Service 
Available 

Call in the Master Sweep 
A Clean & Professional Service 

 

 
20 Front Street East, Wingate TS28 5AG 

T: 01429 838700 

BUSINESS HOURS 
 

Monday & Tuesday 9.30am—4.00pm 
 Wednesday—Closed All Day 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday 9.30am—4.00pm

 
 

 Knitting Yarns & Patterns 
Haberdashery & Buttons 

Classic Baby & Christening Wear 
Traditional Toys & Baby Gifts 

Baby Shoes & Socks 

 

Polly’s 
           CAFÉ OPEN DAILY 
Catering & Meals on Wheels Service 

 

01429 821999 

our new address 

Tel: 0191 526 1932
Lunchtime & Evening Delivery ServiceLunchtime & Evening Delivery Service

Fish & Chips Delivered to your DoorFish & Chips Delivered to your Door
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OPEN
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Every Day

Except Sundays
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Talks and Workshops on Local and Family History 
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Wheatley House was formerly the men’s hostel within  
the aged miners homes complex, opened in 1924.   It is 

now a community hall managed by a committee to       
provide a gathering place for the people of Wheatley 
Hill and surrounding area to hold a range of functions 

All types of functions 
for up to 70 people 

Parties 
Christenings 

Funeral Gatherings 
 
 

Training/Meetings 
Overhead projector/black out blinds 

Tea/coffee making facilities 

Reasonable Rates 

Well equipped kitchen  

For use by outside caterers 
 

 including supply of 
crockery & cutlery 

For more details: 
Eileen: 07450344806 

Elbriddeileen@aol.co.uk  

Wheatley House 
Moving Forward  
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Call Mark Ryder 
For a confidential chat today 

 

T: 07342932660 
E: mark@hnow.co.uk 
W: www.hnow.co.uk 
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Stop Smoking 
Fears & Phobias 

Dealing with Stress/Anxiety 
Self Esteem & Confidence 

Weight Loss 
Exam Performance 
Habits & Addictions 

Professional Hypnosis & Coaching 
FREE 30 min on line consultation 

 

Are you struggling with giving up a bad habit? 
Is life just not how you want it to be? 

Frequently feeling down? 

 

Wheatley House 
Moving Forward  

Wheatley House was formerly the men’s hostel within  
the aged miners homes complex, opened in 1924.   It is 

now a community hall managed by a committee to       
provide a gathering place for the people of Wheatley 
Hill and surrounding area to hold a range of functions 
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Funeral Gatherings 
 
 

Training/Meetings 
Overhead projector/black out blinds 
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Well equipped kitchen  

For use by outside caterers 
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crockery & cutlery 

For more details: 
Eileen: 07450344806 
elbriddick@aol.co.uk 

 

Steve Coxon 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 

A professional, clean and  
reliable service 

 Call Steve 
The Sweep 

 

07963749732 
 

24-hour 
Answer Service 

Traditional Sweep 
 

Stove Maintenance 
Professional Advice 

Full Vacuum & Power Sweep 
CCTV Chimney Surveys 

Smoke Tests 
Fully Insured 

All Work Guaranteed 
Domestic and Commercial 

Competitive Rates 
 

All Areas Covered 

Safety Comes First - 
Remember to book your Sweep 
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Remember to book your Sweep 
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Past Uncovered 
All types of family history research 

Are you curious about your family tree? 
Pre-1837 records difficult to find? 
Have you come to a dead-end? 
Do you have missing ancestors? 

Would you like your research organising? 

Margaret Hedley, MA, B.Ed(hons) 

Experienced and reliable researcher 
Talks and Workshops on Local and Family History 

E: margaret@pastuncovered.com 
W: pastuncovered.com 
M: 07977546332 

 

01429 821999 

our new address 

 

Wheatley House was formerly the men’s hostel within  
the aged miners homes complex, opened in 1924.   It is 

now a community hall managed by a committee to       
provide a gathering place for the people of Wheatley 
Hill and surrounding area to hold a range of functions 

All types of functions 
for up to 70 people 

Parties 
Christenings 

Funeral Gatherings 
 
 

Training/Meetings 
Overhead projector/black out blinds 

Tea/coffee making facilities 

Reasonable Rates 

Well equipped kitchen  

For use by outside caterers 
 

 including supply of 
crockery & cutlery 

For more details: 
Eileen: 07450344806 

Elbriddeileen@aol.co.uk  

Wheatley House 
Moving Forward  
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01429 820214  

Café/Training/IT Suite/
Meeting/Training/Function  
rooms to accommodate  

2-120 people 
 

Free Wi-Fi 
Office Space for Hire 

Office & Admin Services 
 
 
 

IDEAL LOCATION FOR 
Parties & Events 

Gym & wide range of 
Fitness sessions for the 

WHOLE FAMILY 
Activity & Social sessions for 

All ages from 0-99+ 
Pre-school soft play & 
Community Playrooom  

OUTDOOR 
Toddler Play park 

MUGA 
Community Garden 

Football Pitch (for hire) 

Past Uncovered 
All types of family history research 

Are you curious about your family tree? 
Pre-1837 records difficult to find? 
Have you come to a dead-end? 
Do you have missing ancestors? 

Would you like your research organising? 

Margaret Hedley, MA, B.Ed(hons) 

Experienced and reliable researcher 
Talks and Workshops on Local and Family History 

E: margaret@pastuncovered.com 
W: pastuncovered.com 
M: 07977546332 

Wheatley Hill Community Association              T: 01429820214 

 OPENING HOURS 
Mon—Thurs  

8.30am—8.45pm 
Fri—8.30am-7.45pm 

Available for functions outside of these 
hours—please ask for  details 

OUR FACILITIES INCLUDE: 

           CAFÉ OPEN DAILY 

 

01429 821999 

our new address 

NEED A ROOM FOR YOUR BUSINESS?

£350 inc bills
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Well equipped kitchen  

For use by outside caterers 
 

 including supply of 
crockery & cutlery 

For more details: 
Eileen: 07450344806 

Elbriddeileen@aol.co.uk  

Wheatley House 
Moving Forward  

Are you curious about your family tree?
Pre-1837 records difficult to find?

Have you come to a dead-end?
Do you have missing ancestors?

Would you like your research organising?

Call Steve 
The Sweep

07963 749 732
24-Hour 

Answer Service

Traditional Sweep
Stove Maintenance
Professional Advice

Full Vacuum & Power Sweep
Cowls & Bird Guards Fitted

CCTV Chimney Surveys
Smoke Tests
Fully Insured

All Work Guaranteed
Domestic and Commercial

Competitive Rates
All Areas Covered

Steve Coxon
CHIMNEY SWEEP

a professional, clean 
and reliable service

Safety Comes First:
Remember to book your Sweep
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