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may you have many words on a cold evening, a full moon on a dark night and the road be downhill all the way to your door

Wheatley Hill History Club

Volume 11 Issue 4 October 2009
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(Written by E Lawson)
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CONTACT DETAILS

01429 820813
01429 823198

Chair:
Treasurer:

E: history.club2@btinternet.com

WEB SITE:
wheatley-hill.org.uk

@

NEW LOOK WEBSITE
Our Webmaster has redesigned our web site and it
looks EVEN BETTER than it did before (and it was
very good before!!)
If it’s been a while since you visited, then now is
the time to do so - the address is at the top of this

page.

WHEATLEY HOUSE

Our future remains uncertain with the threatened
closure of Wheatley House. Even if Wheatley House
remains open, it is unlikely that we will be able to use
the facilities for free as we do at the moment. This of
course will have an impact on membership and meet-
ing fees. We are also considering enlarging our
newsletter to include advertisements from local
tradespeople at £25 per year.

If you know of anyone who you think might be
interested in advertising, please contact the History
Club.

THE AGED MINERS’ THANKS
Now early in the morning, before the heat of day,
We heard someone hammering on the 30th of May;
It was a kindly neighbour, with chisel, wedge and mell,
He worked hard at the monster with all his strength and skill.

He worked at this so eager till eleven upon that day,

Then had to go for dinner, no longer could he stay.

Alas, my friends and neighbours, sad news then came to me,
My friend could work no longer, for he had lamed his knee.

By striking at this monster, the mell did slip you see,
By some mishap or other, was struck upon his knee
But now he’s getting better, we are so glad to tell,
And if we get another, we hope to strike it well.

For we are very thankful, although we’re getting old
To face another struggle, to save us from the cold.

This monster will be useful, in winter’s cold dark night,
And we shall be so thankful, if God permits the sight.

To see another winter, for some in Haswell Moor,
Already lived together, sixty years or more,

For some are over eighty, and ninety, too we say,
Well deserve your pity, we’ve borne the heat of day.

Oh, Christian friends do listen to what we have to say;
We give you all a blessing while you are on your way
To always do to others as you would like done to you
And love each one as brothers, and God will love us too.

Concludes next month ...
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ACQUISITIONS HERITAGE CENTRE
Oral History CD - The Heritage Centre Open Days in
Enid Heron September were a huge success

1970°s Photos of Primary w‘it.h. a large ngmber of visitors
visiting the Heritage Centre over

the four days.

The weather was perfect and
no doubt encouraged people to be
out and about.

School - Joan Brown

Group photo from Patton
Street Church -
Jimmy Bean

REMEMBRANCE LOCAL ARTIST
The Heritage Centre will be AND PIT PONY
open for refreshments on Local Artist, Bob Ord from

Remembrance Day from Thornley, has produced a lovely
11.00 - 12.30pm. image of the Pit Pony before it was
Over the last few years vandalised, on the roundabout.
when it has been really The Heritage Centre has
cold, OXO has been the bought the original painting and
drink of the day at the Re-will have prints available for sale

membrance service. shortly.
As it is most unlikely that the
MEMBERSHIP pony and tub will be replaced, a
Due in January - £5.00 Print may be the only reminder we
y . ) . .
for all - N0 concessions. will have of this aspect of our in-
dustrial past.
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TALKS OF INTEREST

The following talks are available throughout the area in October and November

BEAMISH MUSEUM BRANCEPETH CASTLE DURHAM UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY
26 October - 14 November 2009 24 November
1 November 2.30 - 4.00
!nVitation to the Talk & Exhibition on the Aerofilms Collection -
Open Stores Life of Alfred, early aerial
Lord Tennyson photography
0191 370 4000 0191 378 0628 01793 414495
For more details For Tickets (£5.00) For Tickets

HISTORY CLUB IS 15 YEARS OLD

The History Club in Wheatley Hill has been running for 15 years at the end of January 2010.
The first meeting took place in January 1995 and after a shaky start, I think you will agree, this
particular organisation has gone from strength to strength.
@ Our successes over the years have been the publication of seven books on our own account
and one which we did in conjunction with Durham County Council. This is a magnificent
achievement and due in no small way to Owen Rowland, who has famously sat for hours on end
in either Durham City Library or the Durham County Records Office, looking through newspa-
per articles. We cannot thank him enough for his dedication. Tom Tunney, Owen and Fred
Bromilow were the main researchers for the war books.

Our team of word processor operators who transcribed the articles and made it possible to put
them into book form played a crucial part also, in all books.

Our last book will be published next year, and it will contain a list of fatalities at the three
collieries of Thornley, Ludworth and Wheatley Hill from 1830 - 1976. At the moment we have
no plans for any other publications .... but you never know!

As well as the books, we have transcribed all census materials from 1841-1901 for Thornley,
Wheatley Hill and Ludworth, we have published a calendar every year and put the village well
and truly on the map with our annual Local History Days.

A big thank you to everyone who has made this a successful 15 years, and I hope we all have
the strength to continue for another 15!!

In order to celebrate our 15th birthday, we are planning a pie and pea supper at our January
Meeting - 27 January starting at 6.00pm. This will be a free event for our regulars in order to
say thank you for your continued support. Our usual meeting will begin after the pies and peas
at 7.30 and we have one or two surprises up our sleeves for the evening. Please try and join us.

Please let us know if vou would like to be included in the pie and pea supper as these will
have to be ordered. Give your name to Mary in either October or November.




